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Creativity Works!

Welcome to Arts Integration Studio, a creative makerspace where ideas manifest
into positive community outcomes. We hope you enjoy reading our first ever AlS Studio Update!

ARTS CORPS @ TREEHOUSE

In October, we launched Arts Corps, a work/study/professional
development training program for emerging teaching artists interested
in the intersection of arts, education, and human services, in partnership ‘
with the Treehouse Foundation, an intentional community of people
whose lives have been impacted or informed by foster care. Our 2022
cohort included Liz AlImonte, from Mount Holyoke College; Rebecca
Kudelka, from Westfield State University; and Abigail Weaver, a recent
graduate from Smith College.

The cohort has been working with Priscilla weekly to develop and
facilitate arts integrated activities focused on creative movement,
theater, and visual arts with a focus on trauma informed and culturally
relevant practices with an intergenerational group of players from seven
to ninety two.

"Having a background in working with foster kids in the courtroom setting, | am elated to enjoy some
artistic moments...in a relaxed and peaceful environment with amazing people." - Rebecca

Planning took place at our studio in Holyoke and the workshops took place at the Treehouse Community in
Easthampton. Programming is scheduled to continue through Spring 2023, with several project-based
residencies. Stay tuned! More to come!

COUNTY-WIDE ARTS INTEGRATION PD

November 8th was Arts Integration Day in
Berkshire County as arts educators from all over
the county attended a daylong professional
development training on arts integration methods
in public education. Priscilla was Keynote speaker
and one of the workshop facilitators, along with
Lisa Donovan from MCLA.

The program was held at the Linde Center at
Tanglewood Music Center in Lenox, and funded by
Berkl2 and the Pittsfield Public Schools.

Building on this county-wide PD, AlS received a grant from Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation to
provide arts integration mentoring for a cohort of Pittsfield Public School teachers in spring & fall of 2023.

Arts Integration Studio - 92 Race St. Studio 2a, Holyoke, MA 01040 - www.artsintegrationstudio.com


https://www.treehousefoundation.net/
https://www.berk12.org/
https://www.pittsfield.net/
https://berkshiretaconic.org/

CLIMATE PERSPECTIVES: DESPAIR, RESILIENCE, AND ACTION

On October 28th, Arts Integration Studio, contracted by the town of Longmeadow, launched Climate
Perspectives, a community-wide digital storytelling initiative as the public engagement portion of
Longmeadow'’s current Long Range Master Planning process funded by a Municipal Vulnerabilities
Preparedness Project Action Grant from the Mass Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs.

Throughout the fall, Priscilla and project partner, Janine Fondon, assistant professor of Communications
and Media at Bay Path University, trained and interviewed high school students, Bay Path college students,
and Longmeadow residents to give community participants the opportunity to share their climate
perspectives. This project will culminate in a public art exhibit in June 2023, illuminated by a short
documentary film created by Rob Deza of Deza Studios, Holyoke, bringing the voice of the community to
life, and providing important commmunity perspective to the committee working on the master plan.

"Climate change is one of the defining issues of our times. From our local neighborhoods to large
geographic areas, we are all seeing or feeling the impact from shifting weather patterns. Understanding
these changing patterns is critical to this work. On behalf of all members of the Bay Path community, we
are pleased to participate in this project that fosters the important dialogue on climate change, and

hopefully moves us to action."”
Sandra J. Doran, 3.D., President, Bay Path University

FALL 2022 PARTNERS

JAMUNA YVETTE SIRKER
@ PITTSFIELD PUBLIC

SCHOOLS
ARTS, EDUCATION & ACTIVISM

ROB DEZA @

DEZA STUDIOS

FILMAKER &
PHOTOGRAPHER

JANINE FONDON @

BAY PATH UNIVERSITY

EDUCATION, MEDIA &
COMMUNICATIONS

JULIE WAGGONER @

MICABLUE CREATIVE
LOGO DESIGN & WEBSITE

GATEWAY CITY ARTS THANK YOU!

Thank you Gateway City Arts for providing us with such a beautiful new home overlooking
the canal on Race Street - and Gateway City Live for being our fiscal sponsor! * Interested
in contributing to the inspiring work of the Arts Integration Studio? Let's talk and see what
we can all do together!
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Creativity Works!


https://www.gatewaycityarts.com/
https://www.gatewaycitylive.org/
https://dezastudios.com/
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/executive-office-of-energy-and-environmental-affairs
https://dezastudios.com/

