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Letter from the Director
I’ve been honoring my down time this summer and cultivating my garden, weeding the sedum, a small succulent
plant that has flourished, aka taken over in my perennial bed, and caring for the sun gold tomatoes that are as
high as an elephant’s eye. In 1759, Voltaire wrote, in his novel Candide, that tending one’s own garden is not only a
private activity, but also productive, enabling one to trade the surplus with their neighbors.  
I am feeling this duality – the disciplined act of curating the living landscape and nurturing something beautiful
that can be shared with others. It’s an apt analogy for the Arts Integration Studio this summer. 

May the fruits of your labors be bountiful.

PORTRAIT OF A GRADUATE
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AT THE SPRINGFIELD CONSERVATORY OF THE ARTS

On August 20th, Priscilla facilitated a day-long professional
development workshop for teachers in grades 6-12 at the
Springfield Conservatory of the Arts.  This workshop is part of a
2-year contract with Springfield Public Schools (SPS), in support
of their Portrait of a Graduate initiative. She worked with the
entire teaching body at Springfield Conservatory, facilitating
theater games in the first half of the morning to develop
communication skills, creative & critical thinking, self-control,
confidence, and social/emotional agency. 

In the afternoon, they worked in subject area workgroups on
the theme of WATER, and each team – science, social studies,
math, ELA, the arts – created an arts integrated presentation
about Water through the lens of their content expertise. 

Julie Jaron, Director of Visual and Performing Arts, writes,
“Year after year, Priscilla’s arts integration work with
Springfield Public Schools proves to deepen the way students
and their teachers understand so many subject areas. The
arts transform the learning process into an engaging,
impactful, and often joyous learning experience. Making
meaning out of challenging concepts doesn’t have to be
boring. Arts integration breathes life into this dreary
paradigm and inspires student’s academic growth.”



A VERY HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO GATEWAY CITY ARTS
AS WE WELCOME THE L IGHTHOUSE TO 92 RACE STREET

Priscilla Kane Hellweg - CEO, Principal Teaching Artist
Steve Angel - Business Manager, Designer

THRIVING CLASSROOMS
MASS COLLEGE OF ART & DESIGN

On June 26th, Priscilla led a virtual workshop titled, Building Community & Peer to Peer Engagement, for Mass
College of Art & Design as part of the College’s Thriving Classrooms professional development series. Faculty and
staff attended the three hour workshop to learn to use arts integrated communication and self-regulation skills
to help facilitate community building in a classroom setting. Their responses speak for themselves:

On June 12th, Priscilla was the keynote speaker
and moderated a panel discussion for the
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation’s
event, Harnessing the Cultural Resources of the
Berkshires to Improve Educational Outcomes
for Our Students. Priscilla spoke about a notion
she has been dancing with for years: How do
you help students learn to care about school,
about learning, about the quality of the work
they hand in?  Her reply?  Give them the
opportunity to create!  Priscilla’s talk, Creativity
as the Antidote to Apathy, illuminated the
magical braid of Arts Integration – the weaving
together of academic learning, social emotional
learning, and creative expression, that inspires
students to strive for excellence in everything
they do. 

IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES FOR OUR STUDENTS
BERKSHIRE TACONIC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

“I absolutely loved the talk Priscilla just gave, it sparked so many new ideas for me 
on how to create community in the classroom.” 

“I have a better understanding of how to interact with students and build a good community in a class.” 
 

“I will be more mindful. Everyone has a story and it deserves to be heard.”

Event Panelists
included:

Yvette "Jamuna" Sirker,
Bettina Montano, Aimee
Gelinas, Veronica Bone,

and Leslie Appleget.


