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It's been just over a year since we opened our doors!

We are so excited by the incredible variety of work we are doing with such an amazing array of partners
throughout the region. If any of these stories spark collaborative ideas for you, please get in touch. We'd love to
hear from you!

| also want to give a heartfelt thank you to all of our Foundation Building Donors for helping us lay a strong
foundation during our first year at AIS! Thank you John Aubin, Len & Joyce Berkman, Chia Collins & Michael
Cohen, Liesel DeBoor & Sheila Siragusa, Celine Hamilton Quill, Betsy & John Kane-Hartnett, Rachel Kuhn,
Ezra Riber, Don & Vanessa Sanders, Marty Wohl & Marisa Labozzetta, and our anonymous donors.

Thankyou! .‘
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ARTS CORPS 2023: A CELEBRATION OF THE ARTS

On May leth, we held a culminating event of a year-long intergenerational
arts program with the Treehouse Foundation. This Celebration of Art in
Community at the CitySpace Blue Room (in the center of Easthampton)
highlighted our 2023 Arts Corps members (Liz Almonte from Mount
Holyoke College, Rebecca Kudelka from Westfield State University, and
Laleh Panahi from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst), who
worked with Priscilla on-site at the Treehouse from October to May,
exploring building community through the arts.

On display were personal collages, self portraits, and beautiful courage
crowns created by Treehouse community residents of all ages. The event
included time to view artwork and meet the artists, a demonstration of
theater game ice breakers, and the first public viewing of Treehouse
Foundation's HEROES Youth Leadership Program'’s newest film, “A
HEROES' Vision”. It was a joyful reception for all!

“I am so grateful to have been a participant!”

“Iam moved by the artist in everyone!”

"Amazing! It moved me to _,toyi" - participant, Arts Corps 2023 Celebration of the Arts
This celebration was made possible by a c glalss |
Massachusetts Cultural Council 2023 Festivals Grant V cg::;ﬁ
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https://www.treehousefoundation.net/
https://www.cityspaceeasthampton.org/bookyourevent/
https://www.treehousefoundation.net/what-we-do/our-programs/heroes-youth-leadership.html

Arts Integration Studio & the Town of Longmeadow present L O N G M E A D OW C L | M AT E C H A N G E

Longmeadow Climate Change Perspectives:
From Despair to Action

On June 9th, in partnership with the Town of Longmeadow, AIS
premiered our new documentary film, Climate Change Perspectives:
From Despair to Action. Along with the film, we presented an exhibit of
intergenerational community stories, and facilitated community
conversations aimed at addressing community climate change solutions.
This program was the culmination of a yearlong partnership with Rob
Deza from Deza Studios and Janine Fondon at Bay Path University.

June 9th, 2023

The intergenerational event drew over 60 attendees and speakers
including Massachusetts Undersecretary of Decarbonization and
Resilience, Katherine Antos, Senator Jacob Oliveira, Representative Brian
Ashe, and many officials from the town of Longmeadow.

Follow this LINK to see the film and more!

ARTS INTEGRATION & MAKERSPACE LEARNING

Since August 2022, Priscilla has been working with Liz MacLauchlan, exploring the
dynamic synergy between Arts Integration and Makerspace Learning. They have
been conducting research with practitioners from MA, CT, and IL and are working on
several articles. Liz is a high school physics and engineering teacher in Rhode Island
and a graduate student in the Professional and Graduate Education (PAGE)
program at Mount Holyoke College.

Thank you to Tiffany Espinosa and Mount Holyoke College for sponsoring this
fellowship through June 2024. Stay tuned for information on publications to come!

IN THE WORKS

Professional Development in Pittsfield Public Schools

In 2023, building on the success of Berkshire County’s Fall 22 County-Wide Arts Integration
Professional Development Day for K-12 teachers & specialists, Priscilla is working with Pittsfield
Public Schools’ Arts Integration facilitators and mentoring them in a Professional Learning
Circle. Priscilla will also facilitate a workshop at the Fall 23 County-Wide Arts Integration P.D. day,
based on her soon to be published book, ACTIVELY ENCAGED: Using Theater Games as a
Dynamic Teaching Tool to Activate your Students’ Learning. This project is supported by a grant
from the Pittsfield Education Enrichment Fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community
Foundation.

STEAM support in Easthampton Public Schools

During the 23-24 school year, Priscilla and Megan Kelley-Bagg, Easthampton Public Schools
STEAM coordinator, are planning a program to share best practices in STEAM and Arts
Integration methodology with elementary teachers at Easthampton's Mountain View School.
They are also developing innovative STEAM content to be implemented with students on an
ongoing basis. This project is supported by grants from the Frances R. Dewing Foundation and
the Easthampton Learning Foundation.

Priscilla Kane Hellweg - CEO, Principal Teaching Artist
Steve Angel - Business Manager, Designer
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https://www.mtholyoke.edu/directory/departments-offices-centers/professional-and-graduate-education
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/
https://www.pittsfield.net/en
https://berkshiretaconic.org/grants/pittsfield-education-enrichment-fund
https://berkshiretaconic.org/
https://epsd.us/
https://epsd.us/mountain-view-school/
https://dewingfoundation.org/
https://elfhelps.org/
https://www.longmeadowma.gov/
https://dezastudios.com/
https://www.baypath.edu/
https://artsintegrationstudio.com/producing/

