
Studio Update
FALL ‘23 

Arts Integration Studio - 92 Race St. Studio 2a, Holyoke, MA 01040 - www.artsintegrationstudio.com

Welcome 2024!
Creativity Works! That’s our philosophy - and our tagline. I hope you enjoy reading about our Fall 2023 activities!
Ideas for collaboration? Please reach out. I look forward to our creative connection! 

Best regards,

DEVISED THEATER FOR STRENGTH & RESIL IENCY

In September, Priscilla was a visiting artist at WAM, a
nonprofit theater in Lenox, Where Arts & Activism
Meet, facilitating a Devised Theater Workshop on
Strength & Resiliency. 
“Eighteen community members squeezed into a
circle in the WAM Hub on Saturday, September 23.
Although we were all women-identifying, the diversity
in other respects was striking, the youngest
participant was 12 and the oldest were in their 80s.
Some professional actors and some experiencing 

will deliberate on waste-water management and
construction project proposals as they roleplay key
constituents in the town decision making process.

Last year marked the inception of the S.T.E.A.M. program at
Mountain View School. Thanks to funding from
Easthampton Learning Foundation and the Frances R
Dewing Foundation, Arts Integration Studio and Mountain
View School are empowering S.T.E.A.M. learning for
students and teachers, alike!

S.T .E .A .M.  AT EASTHAMPTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Learning the stages of
pumpkin decay through
embodiment.
Stage II: Bloat

This year, 5th grade teachers in Easthampton are part of a S.T.E.A.M
cohort led by Priscilla and Megan Kelly Bagg, an Easthampton Public
Schools STEAM teacher. 

We began the year with units on Climate & Weather and Organic
Decomposition. Currently we are developing a Schoolyard Ecology unit to
explore the environmental, economic, civic, and social justice impacts of a
city-planning decision making process. 5th grade students and teachers 

a performance work-shop for the first time, all our eyes were on Priscilla Kane Hellweg as she created a
remarkable, brave space of depth and intimacy for us to create within. As one participant expressed, “I was
reminded of my desire to connect with others and create something beautiful together.”

WAM blog 11/27/23 by Maizy Broderick Scarpa
 Photos by Michael Nancollas

www.wamtheatre.com

STEM + Arts  =  STEAM
The integrat ion of  Sc ience,
Technology ,  Engineer ing,

Arts ,  and Mathematics  that
emphasizes  interdisc ipl inary

learning and engages
students  in  the 21st  century

ski l l s  of  communicat ion,
creat ive  &  cr i t ica l  th inking,
analys is  &  problem-solv ing,

innovat ion,  and
col laborat ion.  

http://www.wamtheatre.com/


NEW AIS PARTNERS!

Donyel Le’ Noir Felton
Donyel is an artist, photographer,
the founder of DLF Studios, and
currently, a Digital Media Arts &
Film major at Bay Path University.
www.dlfstudios413.mypixieset.com

Ashley Rodriguez
Ashley is a published writer, CEO
of Elevated;Energy LLC, self-love
coach, facilitator, youth worker &
student of life.
www.elevatedenergylifestyle.com

Each Wednesday, as the sun sets, the Truth Tellers Theater Ensemble comes
together at the Arts Integration Studio in Holyoke. An inspired collaboration
between Treehouse Foundation’s HEROES Youth Leadership program and Arts
Integration Studio, TTTE engages youth, elders, young adults and community
members with lived experiences in foster care, kinship, and adoption. We write.
We create theater. We dance. We envision and experiment - and are about to
create a performance to raise awareness that will create positive change in the
child welfare system. Liz Almonte, a Mount Holyoke senior and AIS associate
teaching artist, writes, “Youth describe who they are in the context of the foster
system. Unsurprisingly, they have beautiful opinions of themselves, and strong
values of community, safety, and well-being.”
In May, we will perform for the general public, case workers at the Dept of
Children & Families, and Legislators and other decision makers at the
Massachusetts State House. We can’t wait!

TTTE is supported by the Treehouse Foundation and grants from the Beveridge Family Foundation, Scarlet Sock Foundation, and
Easthampton & Holyoke Local Cultural Councils, local agencies supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

“To the next generation of photographers and to my elders
who can now take amazing digital photos, I see you.”  

Donyel Le’ Noir Felton

This September, Arts Integration Studio continued its Emerging
Teaching Artist Program, offering embedded professional
development for two sensational young artists. Donyel Le’Noir
Felton and Ashley Rodriguez joined Priscilla for weekly sessions
of our Intergenerational Arts in Community program on site at
the Treehouse Foundation. Donyel and Ashley facilitated five

TRUTH TELLERS THEATER ENSEMBLE

Priscilla Kane Hellweg - CEO, Principal Teaching Artist
Steve Angel - Business Manager, Designer

ARTS CORPS FALL 2023

weeks of Photography and Mindfulness, with Priscilla in support. Each session honed a different digital
photography skill (portraits, group, products, nature) & mindful phrases (gratefulness, balance, stillness) to bring
photography & mindfulness into one practice. Donyel writes, “Watching the youth explore their creativity
beyond what we envisioned was an amazing experience and a reminder that we all can learn from those who
are younger than us. Seeing the elders learning the technology in their pockets and implementing new skills,
while posing and capturing images without limitations was an inspiration.”

Arts Corps continues into the spring with programs in sculpture and media arts!


